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	Verdere stygings in brandstofpryse vir April

	Petru Fourie (landbou-ekonoom: Insette en Produksie, Graan SA)

	Volgens die jongste inligting van die Sentrale Energiefonds word verwag dat die petrolprys op 6 April 2011 met 49 sent per liter en die dieselprys met 61 sent per liter kan STYG.

Dié verwagte stygings kan aan die stygings in belasting en die Padongeluksfondsheffing wat in April 2011 in werking tree, toegeskryf word en ook omdat die Sentrale Energiefonds se berekeninge tans ‘n onderverhaling in die brandstofpryse aandui.  Die belasting op diesel gaan met 10 sent per liter styg terwyl die Padongeluksfondsheffing met 8 sent per liter gaan styg.

Dieselkorting
Die dieselkorting waarvoor produsente vanaf April 2011 kwalifiseer, word soos volg bereken:
Padongeluksfondsheffing = 80 c/l x 100%    = 80 c/l
Belastingkomponent    = 155 c/l x 40%   = 62 c/l
Totale korting    = 142 c/l

Om voorsiening te maak vir die gedeelte wat nie op die plaas verbruik word nie, kwalifiseer produsente egter net vir 80% van die totale korting wat dus 113,6 sent per liter beloop. Die dieselkoring styg dus op 6 April vanaf 104 sent per liter na 113.6 sent per liter.



	
Landboutoestande

	Pietman Botha (senior landbounavorsingskundige, Graan SA) en Petru fourie (landbou-ekonoom: Insette en Produksie, Graan SA)

	MPUMALANGA
Produsente meld dat hulle kol-kol reën ontvang het, maar in sommige gebiede het dit tot agt weke laas gereën.  Die grondpotensiaal bepaal in ‘n groot mate hoe die oes tans vertoon. Die hoër potensiaalgronde vertoon nog redelik mooi, terwyl die swaarder- en sanderige grondtipes reeds baie skade het. Sojabone oor die algemeen kry baie swaar en oesverliese kom reeds wydverspreid voor.

In die Delmas/Ogies/Middelburg omgewing met die hoë-potensiaalgronde word steeds ‘n gemiddelde tot bo-gemiddelde oes verwag. In die Middelburg-area kry die gedeelte na Wonderfontein, wat baie laat geplant het, baie swaar en ‘n onder-gemiddelde oes word verwag. In die Ermelo/Morgenzon/Amersfoort area is daar gedeeltes waar mielies reeds dood is. In die Standerdton/Bethal Suid/Secunda/Heidelberg omgewing kry die gewasse baie swaar en oesverliese kom reeds voor.

Mpumalanga moet dringende opvolgreën kry, sodat die huidige oesverwagtinge kan realiseer.

VRYSTAAT
Oos-Vrystaat
In die VKB-bedieningsgebied word ‘n gemiddelde mielie-oes verwag. Die mielies wat nie versuip het nie vertoon tans nog mooi. In die Frankfort/Villiers area is dit baie droog en mielies het reeds skade gekry.Sojabone in hierdie gebied kry oor die algemeen baie swaar en gooi reeds hulle peule af, terwyl sonneblom tans mooi vertoon en sommige produsente reeds begin stroop het en bo-gemiddelde opbrengste behaal. Oor die algemeen is die langtermyn gemiddelde reënval in hierdie gebied 100mm vir Februarie-maand en omtrent 30mm het voorgekom.Opvolgreën word dringend benodig om die huidige oeste te beskerm.

In die gebied rondom Bethlehem word ‘n gemiddelde mielie-oes verwag. Die mielies wat nie versuip het nie vertoon tans mooi en die goeie opvolgreën van die laaste maand het die gewasse bevoordeel. Opvolgreën moet egter bly voorkom om die oespotensiaal te beskerm.

Noord-Wes Vrystaat
Die bo-gemiddelde Januarie- en goeie Februarie-neerslae veroorsaak dat die gewasse in diè gebied nog mooi vertoon. Tans kry die gewasse op swakker gronde swaar, bloot omdat dit eers versuip het en daarom nie wortels het om die vog op te neem nie. Die watertafelgronde (Wesselsbron, Hoopstad en Bothaville) vertoon baie wisselvallig aangesien die gewasse in die begin deur te veel reën benadeel is. ‘n Bo-gemiddelde oes word steeds in hierdie gedeelte verwag.

Opvolgreën bly krities noodsaaklik om die verwagte opbrengs te beskerm.

NOORDWES
Dit begin droog raak in die NWK-bedieningsgebied, maar ‘n gemiddelde tot bo-gemiddelde oes word steeds verwag.  Daar is streke waar dit baie droog is en opbrengsverliese kom reeds voor as gevolg van reën wat baie kol-kol voorgekom het.  Wat sonneblom aanbetref, word schlerotinia reeds opgemerk en sommige produsente gaan verseker groot verliese ervaar.

In die Suidwes Landbou-bedieningsgebied is daar kolle wat eers versuip het en tans verdroog.  In die Stella/Kameel-omgewing kry die gewasse baie swaar. Gewasse in vlakker gronde trek swaar en die oespotensiaal daal daagliks. Sonneblom hou nog en is besig om te blom.

Verspreide reën het gedurende die naweek voorgekom, maar die sentrale gedeelte wag steeds op uitkoms.

BESPROEIING
GWK besproeiingsarea
‘n Gemiddelde opbrengs word vir hierdie gebied verwag.  Die koel weer tydens die blom van mielies het die opbrengs bevoordeel. Die gedeeltes wat aanvanklik versuip het, se opbrengste is tot niet.

Vaalharts besproeiingsarea
In hierdie gebied kom versuiptoestande kol-kol voor, maar ‘n gemiddelde oes word steeds verwag.

VERANDERINGE SEDERT DIE OPSTEL VAN DIE VERSLAG
Verspreide reën het in Mpumalanga voorgekom, alhoewel dit nie voldoende was nie.  Opvolgreën in die provinsie bly steeds noodsaaklik.

Dit wil voorkom of goeie reën in die westelike- en sentrale dele van die Vrystaat voorgekom het, terwyl die Oos-Vrystaat in ‘n mindere mate reën gekry het. In die NWK-gebied het die oostelike gedeeltes goeie neerslae aangeteken. In die sentrale streke het ligte neerslae kol-kol voorgekom, terwyl die westelike gedeeltes plek-plek beter neerslae ontvang het.  Vir die groter NWK-gebied word goeie opvolgreën steeds dringend benodig.  Verspreide buie het in die Suidwes Landbou-gebied voorgekom, maar daar word steeds gehoop op uitkoms en volgehoue opvolgreën.


	
Bul- en beerfaktore

	Barrett Schoeman (landbou-ekonoom: Markomgewing, Graan SA)

	Faktore wat graanpryse huidiglik beïnvloed: 

Bulfaktore
Beerfaktore
1.    Die groeiende vraag na mielies, na veral lande soos Mexiko, plaas druk op die lae voorraadvlakke in die VSA – die VSA se voorraadvlakke is steeds die laagste in 15 jaar.
2.    Die VSA $ word onder druk geplaas as gevolg van die aardbewing in Japan en die politieke onstabiliteit in Noord Afrika en die Midde Ooste.
3.    Hoë ruoliepryse ondersteun etanol-produksie en maak dit winsgewend vir aanlegte.
1.    Verskeie lande soos Egipte, Libië en Tunisië se protesaksies teen hoë voedselpryse en politieke onsekerheid kan die vraag na kommoditeite demp.
2.    Weens ŉ aardbewing in Japan is die vervoer-infrastruktuur erg beskadig – normale uitvoere vanuit die VSA na die land vind teen ŉ stadiger tempo plaas.
3.    Kommer bestaan dat hoë ruoliepryse die vraag na kommoditeite en ekonomiese groei van lande kan laat afneem. 4.    Gunstiger weersomstandighede in Argentinië kan tot hoër mielie- en sojaboonopbrengste lei.

VSA mielie-, koring- en sojaboonpryse is onder druk nadat fondse en beleggers riskante posisies sluit.  Die krisis in Japan is die oorsaak van laasgenoemde. VSA mielie- en sojaboonvoorrade is egter steeds knap.  Die huidige daling in pryse word toegeskryf aan die bestuur van fondse en nie aan fundamentele faktore wat 'n verandering in vraag teweeg bring nie. Die mark fokus op die toekomstige herstel van die vervoer-infrastruktuur en ekonomie in Japan. Die HRW-koringproduksiegebiede in die VSA het steeds reën nodig en 'n nuwe vlaag Arktiese weer in Sjina se winterkoringproduksiegebiede word in die komende week verwag. In Japan is oppervlaktes wat onder rys aangeplant is, deur die tsunami vernietig.  Hierteenoor wag handelaars totdat daar meer inligting bekend word oor die onmiddellike toekoms van Japan en die land se ekonomie.

	
Liggingsdifferensiaal vir sonneblom

	Wessel Lemmer(senior ekonoom: Marknavorsing, Graan SA)

	Die Safex liggingsdifferensiale vir sonneblom is deur die JSE afgekondig en is, in vergeleke met die vorige seisoen, feitlik onveranderd.  Besoek www.grainsa.co.zavir die jongste liggingsdifferensiale.

Produsente moet asseblief op die volgende let.

Die liggingsdifferensiaal vir sonneblom verskil om die volgende redes van die liggingsdifferensiale vir mielies:

1.    Sonneblom se digtheid is ongeveer 2,6 kubieke meter per ton teenoor 1,3 kubieke meter per ton vir mielies.

2.    Alle sonneblom word per pad vervoer.  Volgens die Padvervoerwet mag vragmotors net ‘n massa van 32 ton laai.  As gevolg van die digtheidsverskil tussen sonneblom en mielies is dit fisies moontlik om slegs tussen 20 tot 21 ton sonneblom op ‘n vragmotor te kan laai.

3.    Sonneblom word nie met treintrokke vervoer nie.  As gevolg van bogenoemde digtheidsverskille beteken dit dat dieselfde treintrok wat 44 ton mielies vervoer slegs 22 ton sonneblom sal kan vervoer.  Treinvervoer word nie in die bepaling van die Safex liggingsdifferensiaal in ag geneem nie.

4.    Die benutting van massaklappe wanneer sonneblom as terugvrag op ‘n mielievrag volg is nie altyd moontlik nie.Die omvang van terugvragte met massaklappe kan nie met redelike sekerheid vasgestel word om vir doeleindes vir die bepaling van die liggingsdifferensiaal in aanmerking geneem te kan word nie.  Die gebruik van massaklappe mag dit ook net moontlik maak om tussen 4 en 5 ton sonneblom meer te kan oplaai, waarna die totale vrag sonneblom hoogstens 26 ton kan beloop. Die voordeel wat verkry word wanneer sonneblom met massaklappe vervoer en vir Safex-doeleindes gelewer word, moet dus met die vervoerkontrakteur onderhandel word.

	RSA se mielie eindvoorrade neig laer

	Barrett Schoeman (landbou-ekonoom: Markomgewing, Graan SA)

	Die onderstaande tabel toon die uitstaande lewerings vir die 2010/11 bemarkingsjaar
Tabel 1: Wit- en geelmielie lewerings vir die huidige bemarkingsjaar 
 
Witmielies
Geelmielies
Totaal
NOK finale skatting
7 830 000
4 985 000
12 815 000
Sagis lewerings tot op hede
7 621 571
4 523 553
12 147 124
Verskil (NOK – SAGIS)
208 429
459 447
667 876
Plaasverbruik en stoor
102 345
394 442
496 787
Uitstaande op NOK
106 084
65 005
171 089


Die SAGIS lewerings tot op hede in die voorafgaande tabel is die huidige bemarkingsjaar se lewerings tot einde Februarie 2011 plus die vroeë lewerings gedurende Maart en April in die vorige bemarkingsjaar (2009/10).  Uit die tabel is dit duidelik dat die totale mielie oes met 171 089 ton oorskat is of dat produsente groter hoeveelhede voorrade op plase terug gehou het of nie deur die formele struktuur gelewer het nie.

Die afname in die lewerings kan beteken dat die eindvoorrade van wit- en geelmielies aan die einde van April 2011 vanaf 2.805 miljoen ton tot 2.635 miljoen ton kan verlaag.

Om die volledige vraag en aanbod tabelle te bestudeer besoek gerus Graan SA se webblad by www.grainsa.co.za
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Further fuel price rises in April
Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)
According to the latest information from the Central Energy Fund, it is expected that the petrol price will RISE by 49 cents a litre on 6 April 2011 and that the diesel price will RISE by 61 cents a litre on that same date.

The expected rises may be ascribed to the increases in tax and in the Road Accident Fund levy, which come into effect during April 2011, as well as to the fact that the calculations of the Central Energy Fund currently indicate an under-recovery in the fuel price.  The tax on diesel will be rising by 10 cents a litre, while the Road Accident Fund levy will be rising by 8 cents a litre.

Diesel rebate The diesel rebate for which producers will be qualifying with effect from April 2011 is based on the 80,0 cents a litre Road Accident Fund levy and 40% of the tax component (155 cents a litre), which comes to a total of 142 cents a litre.  However, in order to provide for the diesel portion that is not used on the farm, producers only qualify for 80% of this, which currently comes to 113,6 cents a litre.
 
Agricultural conditions
Pietman Botha (senior agricultural research expert, Grain SA) and Petru Fourie(agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

MPUMALANGA
According to producers, rain has fallen in isolated spots, but some areas have had no rain for up to eight weeks. The soil potential, to a large extent determines how the crop is currently doing. Crops on higher-potential soils are still doing well, while crops on heavier and sandy soils have already suffered substantial damage. Soybeans in general are deteriorating  and crop losses are already widespread.

In the Delmas/Ogies/Middelburg area, where there are high-potential soils, an average to above-average crop is still expected. Late crops in the vicinity of Wonderfontein are suffering and a below-average crop is expected. In the Ermelo/Morgenzon/Amersfoort area, there are parts where the maize has already died. In the Standerdton/Bethal South/Secunda/Heidelberg area, crops are suffering and losses have already occurred.

Mpumalanga urgently needs follow-up rains for current crop expectations to realise.

FREE STATE
Eastern Free State
An average maize crop is expected in the VKB service area. Maize plants that have not drowned are still doing well. In the Frankfort/Villiers area conditions are very dry and maize has already suffered damage. In this area soybeans are generally having a hard time and are dropping their pods, while sunflowers are doing well and some producers have already started harvesting with above-average yields. In general the average long-term average rainfall for February is about 100 mm for this area, and about 30mm realised. Follow-up rains are urgently required to protect current crops.

In the area around Bethlehem an average maize crop is expected. Maize plants that haven’t drowned are doing well and have benefited from the good follow-up rains that fell over the past month. However, more follow-up rain is needed to protect the crop potential.

North Western Free State
Crops in this area are still doing well, owing to the above-average rainfall during January and good precipitation during February. Crops on poorer soils are battling, because they drowned at one stage and therefore do not have the root systems required to absorb the current moisture. The water-table soils (Wesselsbron, Hoopstad and Bothaville) are showing varied progress because the crops were initially set back by an abundance of rain. An above-average crop is still expected in these parts.

Follow-up rains are a critical requirement for the expected yield to realise.

North West
Dry conditions are beginning to develop in the NWK-service area, but an average to above-average crop is still expected.  Some regions are very dry and yield losses are already occurring owing to the scattered nature of the rain that fell.  Where sunflowers are concerned, schlerotinia is already rearing its head and some producers will definitely experience big losses.

In the Suidwes Landbouservice area there are parts that first drowned and are now suffering drought.  In the Stella/Kameel area crops are having a very hard time. Crops in shallower soils are battling and the yield potential is dropping by the day. Sunflowers are surviving and are flowering. Scattered rains occurred over the weekend, but the central part is still awaiting relief.

IRRIGATION
GWK irrigation area

An average yield is expected for this area.  The cool weather during the maize flowering period benefited the yield. The yield of the portions that initially drowned is lost.

Vaalharts irrigation area
Drowning conditions are prevailing in parts of this area, but an average crop is still expected.

CHANGES SINCE THE COMPILATION OF THE REPORT
Scattered rains occurred in Mpumalanga, but the precipitation was inadequate.  Follow-up rains remain a critical requirement.

It would appear that good rains fell in the western and central parts of the Free State, while the eastern Free State did not receive as much.

In the NWK area the eastern parts recorded good precipitation. In the central parts light rains fell in scattered areas, while some areas in the western parts received higher precipitation.  Good follow-up rains are still urgently required over the greater NWK area.  Scattered showers occurred in the Suidwes Landbouservice area, but producers are still hoping for relief and sustained follow-up rains.

Bull and bear factors
Barrett Schoeman (agricultural economist: Market Environment, Grain SA)

Factors currently influencing grain prices: 

Bull factors
Bear factor
1.    The growing demand for maize, especially from countries such as Mexico, are putting pressure on the low stock levels in the USA.US stock levels are still the lowest in 15 years.
2.    The US$ is coming under pressure because of the earthquake in Japan and the political instability in North Africa and the Mid East.
3.    High crude-oil prices support ethanol production and make it profitable for manufacturers.
1.    Protests against high food prices in countries such as Egypt, Libya and Tunisia, along with political uncertainty, could lessen the demand for commodities.
2.    The earthquake in Japan seriously damaged the transport infrastructure. Normal exports from the US to Japan are going at a slower pace.
3.    There is concern that high crude-oil prices could lessen the demand for commodities and reduce countries’ economic growth.
4.    More favourable weather in Argentina could lead to higher maize and soybean yields.


US maize, wheat and soybean prices are under pressure after funds and investors closed risky positions owing to the crisis in Japan. However, US maize and soybean stocks are still tight.  The current drop in prices is ascribed to the management of funds and not to fundamental factors bringing about a change in demand. The market is focusing on the future recovery of the transport infrastructure and economy in Japan. The HRW wheat production areas in the US still need rain, and a new wave of arctic weather in China’s winter wheat production areas is expected during the coming week. In Japan, areas planted to rice were destroyed by the tsunami.  Against this background, traders are waiting for more information on Japan’s economy and its immediate future.

Location differential for sunflower 
Wessel Lemmer (senior economist: Market Research, Grain SA)
The Safex location differential for sunflower has been announced by the JSE, and compared to previous seasons it is virtually unchanged. Visit www.grainsa.co.zafor the latest location differentials.

Producers must please note the following.

The location differential for sunflower differs from the location differential for maize, for the following reasons:

1.    The density of sunflowers is about 2,6 cubic metres per tonne, as against 1,3 cubic metres per tonne for maize.

2.    Sunflower is transported by road only. In terms of the Road Transport Act, trucks may carry a maximum of 32 tonnes.  Owing to the difference in density between sunflower and maize, it is physically not possible to load more than 20 to 21 tonnes of sunflower onto a truck.

3.    Sunflower is not transported by rail.  Because of the mentioned difference in density, a railroad truck that can take 44 tonnes of maize can only take 22 tonnes of sunflower.  Rail transport is not taken into account in the calculation of the Safex location differential.

4.    It is not always possible to use drop sideswhen sunflower follows a maize shipment as a return load.  The volume of return loads with drop sides cannot be determined with such accuracy that the figure could be utilised in the calculation of the location differential.  The use of drop sides also makes it possible to load an extra 4 to 5 tonnes of sunflower, which would increase the total mass of the sunflower load to only 26 tonnes. The benefit obtained when sunflower is transported with drop sides and delivered for Safex purposes should therefore be negotiated with the transport contractor.


RSA maize carry-out stocks appear lower
Barrett Schoeman (agricultural economist: Market Environment, Grain SA)
The table beneath illustrates the outstanding deliveries for maize for the 2010/11 marketing year.
Table 1: White and yellow maize deliveries for the current marketing 

White maize
Yellow maize
Total
CEC final estimate
7 830 000
4 985 000
12 815 000
SAGIS deliveries up to date
7 621 571
4 523 553
12 147 124
Difference (NOK – SAGIS)
208 429
459 447
667 876
On farm consumption and storage
102 345
394 442
496 787
Outstanding on CEC
106 084
65 005
171 089


The SAGIS deliveries up to date in the table above is the current marketing years’ deliveries up till February 2011 plus the early deliveries during March and April for the previous marketing year (2009/10). From the table it is obvious that the total maize crop is over estimated with 171 089 ton or that producers maintained greater volumes of maize stocks on farms or did not deliver the maize through the formal delivery structures.

The decrease in the actual deliveries means that the carry-out stocks for white and yellow maize at the end of April could decline from 2.805 million tons to 2.635 million tons.

To view the complete supply and demand scenario’s visit Grain SA’s website at www.grainsa.co.za



